News, Notes and Queries lems in recognizing in modern terminology the identity of some of the conditions described.
Descriptions of the structure, the functions, the disorders and the treatment of the eyes and the cranial contents occupy large sections of the Sushruta-samhita but are outside the purview of the present paper.
The twenty-second chapter of the Uttaratantram enumerates thirty-one nasal diseases. For their diagnosis a tubular nasal speculum or Nadiyantra is to be used (Su/7/13) (Chakravorty, Mukhopadhyay). Some of the disorders described can be identified, others are obscure. Nasal polypi and neoplasms can be recognized and one condition could well be post-traumatic cerebrospinal rhinorrhoea (Ut/22/10). The treatment of the various nasal diseases is almost entirely by the use of snuffs, nasal drops, inhalations and general measures. There is also a relatively well known and historically interesting section on the reconstruction of a nose damaged either accidentally or in combat or by way of punishment. For this purpose, a flap of skin shaped like a leaf and corresponding to the area to be replaced is raised from the forehead but short of total severance. This is then sutured down to the freshened edges of the stump, two pieces of the hollow stem of a plant (Eranda) being inserted to shape the external nares and to allow respiration. Details of postoperative dressings are given and the bridge connecting the donor flap to the forehead is cut only when healing is complete (Su/16/49 to 53).
The twentieth chapter of the Uttaratantram deals with diseases of the ear. The detailed anatomy of the ear is not described nor is there a discussion of the mechanism of hearing except deafness being ascribed to obstruction of the channel (Srotas) carrying sound from outside into the cranial cavity (Ni/l/83). Tubular specula (Nadiyantra) are recommended both for the diagnosis and for the treatment of ear diseases-these specula have openings at both ends (Su/7/13). Twenty-eight types of ear diseases are described, some of which, e.g. infections of the pinna, otitis externa, etc., can be easily identified (Ut/20/3, 4, 5). Treatment is generally by a hygienic regimen, by specific oral medication and by the local application ofpowders and drops. For the extraction of foreign bodies and of impacted cerumen, a rod-shaped metallic probe, Salakayantra, or one resembling a modern forceps, Svastikayantra, is recommended (Ut/21/55, Su/7/1 1). Ear News, Notes and Queries from the infective complications of surgery of this region, a condition causing pain in the muscles of the nape of the neck with stiffness and rigidity of the neck and the head is described recalling tetanus.
The sixty-five varieties of oral diseases (Ni/16/3) can arise in seven anatomic locations-eight on the lips, fifteen on the alveolar margin, eight in connexion with the teeth, five on the tongue, nine on the palate, seventeen in the oropharynx and three in a generalized form. Only a few of these can be categorized. Amongst such are cancer of the lip and haemangioma (Ni/16/7, 10, 11), a cystic sublingual swelling raising up the tongue or ranula (Ni/16/41) and a progressive swelling and induration of the tissues of the neck and the undersurface of the tongue representing either Ludwig Goitres which have lasted for more than a year are difficult to treat (Ni/12/23 to 30).
The above review, brief as it is, gives some idea of the sophistication of the Sushrutasamhita. Limitations of space preclude discussion of instructions for the pre-operative, News, Notes and Queries operative and post-operative management of cases, on the construction and use of surgical instruments, on bandaging and on many other aspects of surgery in general and surgery of the head and neck area in particular. It is hoped however that the present paper will stimulate interest and further examination of the empiric maturity of Hindu surgery more than fifteen centuries ago.
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